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After the Oct. 28 meeting of the National Reconciliation Commission in Managua, Cardinal Miguel
Obando y Bravo announced that he had presented a list of approximately 1,200 prisoners on behalf
of whom the Church was asking for amnesty. The government promised to study the list on a oneby-one basis. In a surprise statement, the Cardinal made clear that the church does not seek to end
the military draft, calling the military service law a necessity in wartime. Previously Obando had
questioned the legitimacy of the draft, charging that the Army was at the service of one party and
not the whole country. Next, for the first time in memory, the Cardinal used the term "counterrevolutionary" when referring to the contras. Obando also spoke of his late night meeting in New
York with contra leaders. The contras had requested that he serve as an intermediary with the
government, but he refused to commit himself to such a role until the government agrees to such
an arrangement beforehand. In a related matter, the local peace commission in El Jicaro, Nueva
Segovia, secured the release of eight prisoners who had been held for nearly a month on suspicion
of contra collaboration. The eight were among a list of 112 prisoners that the commission has
requested the government to release. (Witness for Peace newsbrief, 10/29/87) [WFP is a churchsponsored research group with offices in Washington and Managua. WFP volunteers, who are
posted in communities throughout Nicaragua, focus on interviewing survivors of contra attacks
and clashes between the Sandinista army and the contras. WFP can be contacted at P.O. Box 29497,
Washington, D.C. 20017.)
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